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The anniversary of the December 13, 2003 Anuak massacre is here again. Four years have now passed
since the Anuak witnessed a horrific slaughter of their loved ones by Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles
Zenawi’s military forces and some other pro-EPRDF government militia groups. The painful wounds
from those losses will be reopened as many Anuak throughout Ethiopia and in the Diaspora observe the
fourth memorial of this genocide that took place in Gambella.

Many of the Anuak families of these victims still do not know where the bodies of their family members
are buried. As of today, no one has been brought to justice for committing these crimes. Refugees are still
in camps in other countries. The remaining widows, children and orphans in Gambella have daily
struggles made worse due to the absence of many men from their families, villages and communities.
They live with traumatic memories that can be replayed like an old movie by simply closing their eyes.
Yet, life must go on for the living.

As they try to cope, we ask that other caring people remember them in their thoughts and prayers as they
face this reminder of this darkest of all days for the Anuak people. Yet, what we have learned during
these four years is that the Anuak are not alone in their suffering; their fellow Ethiopians are being
subjected to harassment, intimidation, oppression and gross human rights abuses, including death, all over
the country and into our neighboring country of Somalia as any opposition is met with harsh responses
from Meles and the EPRDF government of Ethiopia.

We suggest that this date might provide a time when all of us—Ethiopians, Africans, and other human
beings—can not only grieve for our past losses, but also one when we can face up to what human beings
have done to other human beings, resolving to do our part, with God’s help, to create a different world
around us that promotes love, peace and respect between people.

Such atrocities can only happen when people turn away from God. When we think, as people, that we can
defy God and His principles—believing we are above the law and above others—we can become like
animals or worse yet, like soulless mechanical beings. Look at how the Ethiopian National Defense
troops, and those with them, under the national leadership of Meles, mowed down human beings like they
were crops, valuing the resources in the area that could make them rich, but not human life that God
created in His image.

When a father is picked out from among his family and is axed or shot to death in front of his wife and
children, we must wonder what kind of person could do such a thing? When a child is raped, we must
wonder what has happened to this person committing this crime that they have so lost their sense of their
own humanity? It can only come from a lack of knowing and fearing God. This is the reason the world is
where it is today.



All over Ethiopia and the Horn, life is being destroyed by military or security agents of Meles and the
EPRDF government. None are being brought to justice. Meles and others in the government are denying
what is happening, but the families of the victims know who is responsible and also know that there will
be a day when finally those to blame will come before a court of law to face not only human justice, but
eventually to also face God’s judgment.

The people who needlessly lost their lives for merely speaking up for their rights will form a trail of blood
from from Addis Ababa to Abobo, from Arba Minch to Adwa, from Asosa to Awasa, from Babille to
Bonga, from Debre Dawa to Dessie, from Debre Tabor to Dimma, from Dembidolo to Debre Berhan,
from Gambella to Gondar, from Gorgora to Gog, from Harar to Humera, from Jimma to Jijiga, from
Kombolcha to Kulubi, from Mek'ele to Mizan Teferi, from Metu to Moyale, from Negele Boran to
Nekemte, from Sodore to Sodu Welmal, from Tullu Milki to Turmi, from Woldia to Wolleka, from
Yabelo to Yeha; and above all; from the north to the south, to the east and to the west of Ethiopia.

Tragically, countless killings are now going on in the Ogaden and in Somalia at the hands of Meles’
troops. As soldiers in uniform, many, but not all, have exploited their power by participating in reckless
and unjustifiable killings, rapes and acts of destruction. Their superiors, all the way up to Meles, have not
held them accountable.

Others in the military have been forced to serve. They may abhor the crimes being committed by some,
but are caught on the inside, not knowing how to get out. We know about their difficulties because we
have heard the stories of some who have found a way out. We should pray for courage, wisdom, strength,
protection and God’s help for those stuck within this inhumane killing machine of Meles’.

However, as we remember this day of tragedy for the Anuak, let us not be silent or inactive in our protest
of what is happening right now to Ogadenis, Somalians and others as Meles and the EPRDF Kkills by
proxy, using Ethiopian National Defense troops to do their dirty work; albeit, some do it willingly.

Today, there is nothing we can do to bring back the lives of those murdered, but what we can do is to be
God-fearing people who see others as equally precious as ourselves and stand up for them. This is based
on the fact that we are all created in God’s image—regardless of ethnicity, status, gender, age, religion or
culture.

Instead, what we have seen is the lack of love, outright hatred, the lack of the fear of God and the lack of
obedience to His principles. What can we learn from what happened to our fellow Ethiopians so such
inhumane and evil acts stop? What will it take for us Ethiopians to become people who take care of our
neighbors and then pass this value on to the next generation?

As Jesus said, we must “love God with all our heart, soul and mind” and “love others as we love
ourselves.” Without caring and nurturing for each other, we would never survive. It is only minutes after
we are born that we are in the hands of another person who begins to nurture and care for us, laying the
foundation for us to do the same to others.

This Memorial Day of December 13", should not only be a day to remember the Anuak, but to also
remember all those who have similarly lost their lives, taken at the hands of someone who does not fear
God. When you remember this day, remind yourself of your responsibility to care and protect others like
those who cared and protected you (the reader) when you first came from the womb. We are created to
both give and to receive such love. It is simple, but can cause tremendous change to our society if many
of us do this.

- —You can get in touch with Obang O. Metho by email at: advocacy@anuakjustice.org




God has brought each of us into a world where He has given us the task to reduce the pain and misery of
others around us. Let December 13" become a day when we renew our commitment to do so. May it be a
day when relationships are healed. If you have hated or wronged someone, ask for forgiveness. If
someone inflicted pain, do not think that hatred or revenge will take you anywhere but right back into the
same misery we have been overcome by for so many years.

December 13™ can be a day of giving love, peace, respect and hope for the future while we recall the
shame of the past. Let us grieve with the Anuak and all other Ethiopians who have so greatly suffered. Let
us remember our responsibility in making an Ethiopia where people live in harmony, with love, rather
than with hatred towards others. Let us work hard to bring about peace.

When that day of peace comes, when a new government finally replaces that of Meles’, let us build an
Ethiopian Memorial Wall of Shame that will have the names of all those Ethiopians who have died
under Meles’ regime, engraved in stone. Ethiopians then can go to this wall to be ashamed of what has
been done by their own government.

As we regret our history, we will pave the way for a different future. As we make a national statement of
“Never Again,” we will be less likely to tolerate deviations that would lead us to what we have now. We
can become people who value our fellow Ethiopians or Africans because we and they are fully created in
God’s image, nothing less.

For additional information, please contact:
Mr. Obang O. Metho

The Director of International Advocacy:
Phone: (306) 933 4346

E-mail: advocacy@anuakjustice.org

- —You can get in touch with Obang O. Metho by email at: advocacy@anuakjustice.org





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


